THE VOYAGES OF JOHN CABOT IN 1497 AND 1498           27
in fitting out the ships or vessels as in buying stores and provisions with their money and in providing the other things which they must take with them on the said voyage.
In witness whereof, etc.
Witness ourself at Westminster on the fifth day of March.
By the Kong himself, etc.
Original Latin, with translation, printed in The Precursors of Jacques Cartier, by H. P. Biggar, pp. 7-10. First printed in 1582 (Hakluyt).
NO. iy.   MAURICE    TOBY'S    ACCOUNT    OF   JOHN    CABOTJS    FIRST VOYAGE,   1497
From a Bristol Chronicle known as the Fust MS.
1496 [i.e. year commencing Sept. 15, 1496, the opening date of the Bristol civic year]. This year on St. John the Baptist's day the land of America was found by the Merchants of Bristow in a shippe of Bristow, called the Mathew, the which ship departed from the port of Bristowe the second day of May and came home again the 6th. of August next following.
Printed in The Precursors of Jacques Cartier, by H. P. Biggar, pp. 194-5. First printed in 1876.
NO. l8.   THE MATTHEW OF BRISTOL IN 1503-1504
From the Bristol Customs Records in the Public Record Office.
E. 122, iggfi. Account, 19-20 Hen. VII.
[1503, Dec. 20.] The bark1 called the Mathewe of Bristol in which Edmund Griffeth is master sailed for Ireland on this day and has in it [cargo, chiefly for Hugh Elyot].
1 Namcula. Most of the customs records divide shipping into three classes: navis, naviculaand batella. The word "navicula" thus stands for a ship of the smaller sort, such as was generally called a bark in the Tudor period. In this case, however, the meaning is not so certain, for this Account does not describe a single vessel as " navis", and it applies the word "navicula" to the Gabriel, which is known to have been of iso tons (see No. 40). That was rather above the ordinary burden of a merchantman in the reign of Henry VII.